
Note from the Director  
Greg Ernst, Sr. 
 
Staff and Parents,  
 
This is the first issue of our 2013-2014 newsletter. 
Through the efforts of our staff we hope to continue 

to publish the newsletter at least monthly if not more 
often.  The concept is to communicate information 
to you about the happenings going on inside the 
school and the classroom.  I hope that you find this 
information informative and useful throughout the 
school year.  The school is off to a good start and we 
are thankful for all the support that the staff and 
parents give to our program. 

~ Greg Ernst, Sr.  

Executive Director 

gernst@srsdeaf.org 
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October 
Important Dates 
- October 4th – PALS 

Schedule 
 

- October 16th – Math 
Store (After school 
with Halloween and 
other items) 

 

- October 23rd – End of 

First Quarter 
 

- October 24th - 28th , 
Fall Break (No School) 

 

Front Desk 
 After being 

 buzzed in 

 through the 

 front door, 

 please be sure 

 to stop at the 

front desk to sign in with 

your name (not your child 

or who you are seeing) and 

receive a visitor pass. Upon 

your departure please 

return your visitor pass to 

the front desk and sigh out. 

This policy applies every 

time you enter/exit the 

building regardless of 

whether you are on a short 

visit, already know where 

to go, or are here for a 

brief meeting. 
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Meet the 2013-2014 
School Administration Team: 
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Parent-Teacher 
Organization 
Richard Miller 
 
St Rita's PTO is already off to a 
fantastic start.  The PTO meets the 
first Tuesday of the month at 7pm in 
the front Conference Room for a 
one hour meeting.  It is not too late 

to join the group.  We would love to 
have you and your ideas.  The next 
scheduled meeting is Tuesday, 
October 1, at 7pm. 

Scholarship Banquet 
Linda Bondurant 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP BANQUET IS 
COMING!!! 

 
ATTENTION PARENTS AND STAFF: 
 
We are already gearing up for the 

Scholarship Banquet coming up in 
November!   
 
Mark your calendars to save  
the date,  November 16th!  Lots of 
wonderful new auction items are 
coming in everyday.  We’re gonna  
blow your socks off this year at the 
Scholarship event, “Wild Wild West!” 

 
Lots of great food, lots of auction 
action, and most importantly 
Lots of opportunity to help out our 
KIDS! 
 
Tickets will be available  
soon.  Watch for more  

Information!  
 

The Lion’s Roar                         Vol. 3, Iss. 1 



Page 4 | 18 

Young Explorer Series – SRCCR 
Ellen Brigger 
 
As I told those of you who came to our Parent-Teacher  
meeting, St. Rita Comprehensive Communication Resources(SRCCR)  is a non-
profit agency that St. Rita formed a few years ago to promote awareness 
about  Apraxia and to provide services specific to the needs  of children with 
Apraxia and language-related disabilities.   
 
In addition to the yearly summer conference we host, this year we will be 
putting on a 5K run. We are currently working on developing a homeschooling 
program.   

Beginning this fall, we will be hosting the Young Explorer 
Series. It is designed to give children with a language 
disability an opportunity to develop language through 
experience.  In this series, we will be offering 5 Saturdays 
from October through Spring.  Activities will include: 
‘mad’ scientist experiments, cooking, chorus bells, a 
field trip to a local art museum, and a trip to a local 
horse farm. 
 
For more information or to inquiry about enrolling your 
child to participate in the Young Explorer Series, please 
contact me at: ebrigger@srsdeaf.org. 

School Newspaper 
Katoria Carter 
 
The high school students in Ms. Katoria’s English classes have organized a 
school newspaper geared towards St. Rita’s student-body. This is part of an 
on-going assignment that these students will be working on throughout the 
year. Students will write about various events including things happening 
 here at St. Rita as well as what’s going on in the world. The first 
 newspaper, issued on September 20, 2013,  included information 
 about the authors as well as articles about St. Rita’s volleyball 

 team, the  Learning Gardens, Homecoming, and new staff.  
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Physical Science 
Sara Hackney 

 
 
 
In 9th grade physical science we did an 
experiment showing Newton's 1st Law of 
Motion.  We hit the tray out the of the way 
and all 4 raw eggs fell into glasses of water! 
Why didn't they splatter against the wall? 

Newton taught us that this is because of 
inertia. 

Food & Nutrition 
Mark Docter 
 

Can I trust nutrition information I get 
from newspapers and magazines? 
 
Nutrition tips and diets from different 
sources often conflict with each 
other. You should always check with 

your doctor first. Also, keep in mind 
this advice: 
 
--- There is no "magic bullet" when it 
comes to nutrition, fad diets may 
help you lose weight, but they are 
difficult   to keep up and 
  may even be 
  unhealthy in 

  the long run. 

--- Good nutrition doesn't come in a 
vitamin pill. Only take a vitamin with 
your doctor's recommendation, as 
your body benefits the most from 
eating healthy, whole foods. 
 

--- Eating a variety of foods is best for 
your body, so try new foods! 
 
--- Stories from people who have 
used a diet program or product, 
especially in commercials and 
infomercials, are advertisements. 
These people are usually paid to 

endorse what the advertisement is 
selling. Remember, regained weight 
or other problems that develop after 
someone has completed the 
program are never talked about in 
those ads. 

(Source: http://www.familydoctor.org) 
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Life Skills 
Jennifer Ritter 
 
Mark your calendars for 
November 20th! 
 
A Career Day for high school 
students is being planned. 
Southwest Collegiate 
Institute for the Deaf (SWCID) 

and National Technical 
Institute for the Deaf (NTID) 
will have  representatives 
who will present about their 
colleges. Parents are 
encouraged to attend!  

Deaf Culture  
Laura Edwards 
 
Did you know  
that Deaf people 
can talk with  
their mouth full of food 
(and it is NOT considered 
rude)?   

 
In hearing culture, it is not 
polite to talk with a mouth 
full of food.  For Deaf, they 
can sign while chewing 
food without opening their 
mouth. 

Career Work Study 
Dawn Thurnauer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Senior Brandon Hartfelder is a 
student in the Career Work Study 

program.  Brandon has expressed 
an interest in working in a kitchen or 
restaurant in the future.    

To gain experience, Brandon is 
beginning his 4th year working at La 
Rosa’s.  His duties include folding 
pizza boxes, rolling silverware, and 
bussing tables.  At St. Rita, Brandon is 
gaining valuable skills working in the 
kitchen. He is learning kitchen safety 
as well as kitchen skills such as; 

cutting, measuring, and following a 
recipe.    
 
One of Brandon’s responsibilities is to 
make the pizzas on Fridays.  Brandon 
hopes to earn a certificate of service 
by the end of the school year. 
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12th Grade Field Trip 
Eileen Chambers 
 
 
 
 
The HOME EC students will be going 
on a field trip to Jungle Jim’s 
International Market on Monday, 

October 14th from 10 AM-12:30P.M. 
 
Students will need to bring $5 for the 
tour. They will also bring extra money 
to buy something they want. Also, 
we will do food shopping for HOME 
EC class on Monday, October 21. 
We will have fun! 

LOFT 
Eileen Pezzutti 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Some of Miss Eileen’s class enjoyed 
the autumn weather during play 
time. They love taking turns pulling 
each other in the bike area. 

Sign ‘N Say: K-2 
Teri Loch and Ellen Briggers 
 
Teri, Ellen and Charlene’s classes will 
be going on field trips this month. 
 

The first will be on 
October 11th to 
Shaw’s Pumpkin Farm 
in Milford. This trip will 
include their own 
pumpkin and a 
hayride. 

 

The second field trip will be to Serpent 
Mound on October 30th.  

Signing Choir 
Charlene Walker 
 

Hands of Love Student Signing Choir 
recently performed for a group at 
P&G to kick off their United Way 
Campaign. Pictures below are 
some of the members practicing for 
their upcoming performance at 
Macy’s on October 4th. 
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ASL Culture 
Natalie Marsh 
 
On Wednesday, Sept. 25th,  
Several of our high school  
students and staff attended the  
ASL Academic Challenge at the  

University of Cincinnati.  Many  
ASL students, UC instructors, and  
Organizations that support the  
Deaf were in attendance.  Our students were able to share their language 
and culture with the hearing population.  We played Family Feud and 
Elephant.  This was the first time our students had been on a college 
campus, and they were impressed!  

12th Grade Students Volunteer 
Eileen Chambers 

 
Seniors in the Family Living Class went to Matthew 25 Ministries to do their 
volunteer work for their community service hours. We labeled water bottles 
with stickers for the Fighting Hunger 5K that will be held on November 9. In 
just two hours, the seniors put labels on 1,120 water bottles! We had so 
much fun labeling. 
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     Technology Corner 
        Annette Cosgrove,  
       Speech-Language Pathologist 

 
Recently, a fellow teacher told me about enabling Guided Access. This option 
on an Apple device (iPhone, iPad, iPod) can keep kids from exiting an App 
that you want them to use at home.  It limits the child to a single app, and lets 

you control which app features are available. You can also disable areas of 
the screen that aren’t relevant to a task, or areas where an accidental gesture 
might cause a distraction.  You can also disable the iPad hardware buttons.   
 
To Use Guided Access: Go to Settings > General > Accessibility > Guided 
Access, where you can: 
• Turn Guided Access on or off 
• Set a passcode that controls the use of Guided Access and prevents 

someone from leaving an active session 

• Set whether iPad can go to sleep during a session 
• Start a Guided Access session: Open the app you want to run, then 

triple-click the Home button. Adjust settings for the session, then click 
Start. 

• Disable app controls and areas of the app screen: Circle any part of the 
screen you want to disable. You can use the handles to adjust the area. 

• To ignore all screen touches: Turn off Touch. 
• Keep iPad from switching from portrait to landscape or from responding 

to any other motions: Turn off Motion. 
• End a Guided Access session: Triple-click the Home button and enter the 

Guided Access passcode. 

11th & 12th Grade Plan Trip to Gallaudet 
Richard Miller 
 
The Junior and Senior Class is planning a trip to 
Gallaudet University and Washington DC 
this December 5-8.  Students will be touring the 
University as well as visiting the city of Washington to 
take in all the sites and historical significance.   

The Lion’s Roar                         Vol. 3, Iss. 1 



Page 10 | 18 

Volleyball Team 
Roberta Keller, Head Coach 

 
 

Kentucky School for the Deaf hosted 
its 2nd Annual Kentucky Volleyball 
Spike-Out Classic on the weekend of 
September 6-8. The competition 
among the six Deaf schools were so 

exciting, hot, and close!  
 
Michigan School for the Deaf won 
the championship game over 
Mississippi School for the Deaf. 
Michigan, Mississippi, Ohio, South 
Carolina, St. Rita and Kentucky really 
showed their sportsmanship on the 
court as well as off the court. 

 
All-Tournament Team: Each team 
received two trophies. From St. Rita, 
 
 

              ASL Curriculum 
                         Natalie Marsh 
 
 
 
 
 

Research has proven that if you are 
knowledgeable and strong in your first 

language, you will pick up a second 
language much easier and more 
efficiently. Therefore, this year, ASL 
instruction has been added to the 
curriculum for grades 7-12.  Laura 
Edwards and Natalie Marsh go into 
the classes once a week to focus on 
ASL instruction in relation to English 
grammar or reading comprehension.   

Currently, the main focus has been 

on reading comprehension.  The 

students have to break apart English 

sentences and sign them in ASL.  By 

doing this, the students are really 

showing what they know and 

understand.   One of the projects 

completed has been to perform an 

ASL read aloud from a chapter out of 

a non-fiction book.  The students 

were videotaped and had to critique 

each others' performance and then 

re-do their read aloud. The students 

and the teachers are enjoying their 

ASL instruction time! 

Stephany & Tynessia both received 

trophies.  
 
The team did their best and worked 
very hard even though the 
tournament was their first games! 
They had a rich experience and 
enjoyed meeting old and new 
friends! 

2013 Volleyball Team 
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Learning Gardens 
Richard Miller 
 
If you haven't taken a tour of our Learning 
Garden Area, you might want to do that if 
you have a chance. The gardens have 
been undergoing some significant changes 
and additions, and currently we are 
renovating our garden pond area. This 
"outdoor learning classroom" gives  students 
an opportunity to learn by experiencing 

nature all around them. 

Career I  
Stephanie Metzner 

 
Wednesday, September 25th,  Career 1 
went on a field trip to see where our 
garbage goes and the importance of 
Recycling. The class was able to see all of 
the waste management workers dumping 
the garbage and making new space for 

incoming garbage. We were also able to 
get to the top of the hill where the 
American flag is proudly displayed. It was a 
very fun and fact filled trip! 
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Grades 2-6: Beginning of School 
Melisa Greatorex, Kim Schlatter,  

Kathy Schlichter, Charlene Walker 
 
Can you believe it, we have been 
in school for six weeks! Yes, its true. 
So how are we doing? We have 
been working hard, meeting new 
people, learning new rules, 

completing homework, and 
LEARNING.  
 
Some of the things we have been 
learning in the classroom are, our 
Solar System, Earth, Landforms, 
Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication, 
Geography, Parts of Speech, and 
Reading to name a few.  

 
The beginning of school can be 
exciting and challenging at the 
same time. The students have 
accepted the challenge and are 
working hard. Getting into a routine 
can become very important for 
students. Please help your child pick 
a good place to complete 

homework assignments. Remember 
to check homework books nightly. 
Have a good start to the day with 
breakfast. 
 
Continue with the great work! We 
together are working with the 
students so that they can be 

successful and work to their full 
potential.  M
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Home Fitness 
Tim Kelly 
 

Belated Birthdays  
SEPTEMBER 

David Mullins, 9/1 
Regina Spears, 9/1 

Brandon Hartfelder, 9/2 
Wendy Miller, 9/2 
Cathy Girard, 9/7 

Danielle Ventus, 9/7 
Mina Mader, 9/8 
Parker Frazier, 9/9 

Keaton Greening, 9/9 
Jayden Thomas, 9/10 

John Cunningham, 9/11 
Elise Duffey, 9/11 

Molly Henderson, 9/11 

Richard Miller, 9/13 
Abigail Powers, 9/13 

Taylor McKelvey, 9/15 
Cole Gross, 9/15 

Keegan Merriman, 9/15 
Beniamin Blaj, 9/17 

Margaret Mahan, 9/18 
Nic Erhardt, 9/19 

Josiah King-Cunningham, 9/21 
Dalajah Watkins, 9/21 

Kathy Neal, 9/22 

Emily Boehl, 9/23 
Maryann Murphy, 9/23 
Malayah Watkins, 9/23 
Jimmy Flanders, 9/25 

Peter Bolton, 9/27 
Sara Hackney, 9/27 
Eileen Pezzutti, 9/28 

Kimberly Hume, 9/30 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

AUGUST 
Nicole Cherry, 8/1 
Hannah Stoll, 8/2 
Ariel Redford, 8/4 

Krishna Murvin, 8/6 
Shane Yancey, 8/7 
Mishyia Bridges, 8/8 

Annette Cosgrove, 8/9 
Jacob Marshall, 8/10 

Leilani O'Conner, 8/11 
Christopher Rechel, 8/14 

James Rufener, 8/16 
Amjad Ulhaq, 8/16 
Michelle Lehn, 8/17 
Matthew Vitelli, 8/20 

Marnie Macbeth, 8/21 
Vincent Lync, 8/22 

Nichol Wilcher, 8/22 
Adriana Babel, 8/23 

Dawn Roza, 8/23 

Ted Jewell, 8/24 
Julie O'Meara, 8/24 
Cayden Disher, 8/27 
Greg Ernst, Jr., 8/29 
Ashton Marsh, 8/29 
C.Knox Holser, 8/31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patrick Hickham, 10/3 

Anna Grace Alexander, 10/5 

Jacob Dean, 10/7 

Megan Milam, 10/7 

 

Maximilian Herrick, 10/8 

Roberta Keller, 10/9 

Graham McKinney, 10/10 

Violetta Colter, 10/14 

Teri Loch, 10/14 

Andrea Treadway, 10/14 

Ronald Stoerker, 10/18 

Ethan Corsmo, 10/19 

Cameron-Elijah Jones, 10/20 

 

 

Aileen O'Keefe, 10/26 

Brady Phillips, 10/26 

Chris Lamkin, 10/27 

Aiden Ott, 10/27 

Cameron Amos, 10/28 

Greg Ernst, Sr., 10/30 

Violet Norris, 10/30 

October 
Birthdays 
 

The Lion’s Roar                         Vol. 3, Iss. 1 



Page 14 | 18 

Teacher/Staff Spotlight 

Lauren grew up in  

Chicago, IL  

where she once 

aspired to be  

a teacher  (like 

her mom) or a  

hair dresser.  

 

Lauren is a  

Graduate of  

Xavier University 

and is licensed  

as an Intervention  

Specialist. This is her  

first year teaching at  

St. Rita, but she has  

worked for the past  

four summers in the LOFT  

program and also worked  

for a year as a preschool  

aide.  

 

Although her boyfriend,  

Ken, keeps trying to  

convert her to becoming  

a Bengals fan, she  

continues to stand by  

her hometown team,  

THE BEARS!!! 

Lauren Myers 
You may be surprised to  

know, Lauren ran her first  

half-marathon last May.  

Although it was one of 

 the hardest physical 

 things she has ever  

done, she plans to do 

 another in the  

upcoming year.  

 

Lauren shares, “I  

absolutely love working 

at St. Rita School for the  

Deaf. I love teaching the  

                       students because it is 

rewarding and  

enjoyable. The  

Students have  

been wonderful,  

along with the staff. 

The staff are  

awesome and have  

made me feel  

comfortable with  

my  transition into 1st  

grade Intervention 

Specialist. Everyone  

supports each other and truly has 

a sense of a school family here.” 
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Communication Corner 
Karen Rosen, Speech Language Pathologist 
 

Missing Something? 
 

If your child is missing an item, please be 
sure to check in the Lost and Found, 
located in the gym annex.  

 

(Source:                                                                                                         )                  ) 
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Irons Fruit Farm 
Charlene Walker, Ellen Brigger and  
Teri Loch’s classes enjoyed a trip to 
Irons Fruit Farm in Lebanon, Ohio on 
Friday, October 27th.  

Yoga 
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Homecoming 2013 
 

                              The Roaring ‘20s 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Additional photos can be viewed by scanning the QR Code or 
going to: http://www.bluemelon.com/bhaverkos/homecoming13 

and entering the password: strita 
 
 Get Your Tickets, Today! 

Please join us at St. Rita School for the Deaf on  
Friday, November 1st @ 7 p.m.  

or Saturday, November 2nd @ 2 p.m. for 

The Magic of Phil Dalton 

PRICES:  
Adults - $15 | Students and Seniors- $13 

Children under 3 - FREE! | Group Rate- 5 tickets for $55! 
*Go to St Rita's Haunted House and get a promo code 

good for $2 off each show ticket! 
 

– Tickets Available At: – 
www.seatyourself.biz | www.phildalton.com | SRSD Front Desk 
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Haunted House 
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